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5.  Gr*w*A <>/ Education.   Gradually there was progress of edu-
cation and illiteracy disappeared.   The expansion of education widen-
ed the mental horizon of the people and made them think of their
rights and duties as citizens.   The spread of education played a great
part in political awakening and making the people conscious of the
value of their political rights and the evils of despotism.   The people
began to question the powers of their sovereign and their right use bv
them.

6.  Absence of External Dangers.   The English people had tole-
rated despotic powers of the Tudors because there was ever-present
dancer of external invasions.   But the later years of the virgin Queen
witnessed strong control of the British over the seas which did away
with  all  external   perils.   The  defeat  of   the   so-called   'Invincible
Armada' had raised the prestige of England.   Her religious and so-
cial difficulties were almost over and the country enjoyed peace and
prosperity.   This made the people think of getting rid of royal des-
potism and the Parliament to secure more privileges and concessions
to strengthen its position.

The result of this change of mentality was that the Parliament"
succeeded in securing a number of its concessions and privileges.
Q.   Write a note on the Privy Council in Tudor Time.

THE PRIVY COUNCIL

Composition. The mainstay of the Tudor rule was the Council
which in every matter assisted the monarch. This Council consisted
of the members of the Royal family and the high officials like the
Chancellor, Keeper of the Privy Seal and the Treasurer, etc. In
fact, in 1540 the Privy Council and the King's Council were almost
the same with the only difference that Privy Council comprised some
select councillors who met the King to discuss some special matters
while the King's Council consisted of all the favourites of the King
who always and in every matter acted according to the orders of the
King.

Tudor Councillors were always common. Dudlay, Fox Empson
and Morton etc., were persons all belonging to the middle class of
the society and experts in handling work connected with various
branches of government. Powerful barons and clergymen were not
taken in the Council. The new nobility thus created could exercise
no check upon the King. So the Council was a mere puppet in the
hands of the Kings and assisted them to exercise their absolutism,
The Kings cared little for the decisions of the Council. Henry Vltt
and Elizabeth were, really, themselves their Prime Ministers. ^ So the-
Tudor Council can be said to be a weapon by the monarchs to make
their despotism a success. "They gave advice but in the long run
they carried out the sovereign's will."

The leading members of the council were the Lord Chancellor
to deal with law matters, the secretary of State to conduct foreign
affairs and the Lord Treasurer to handle financial matters. Some-
members who possessed knowledge of special subjects were summon-
ed only when special knowledge was required to deal with a particular